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to change his role, and he was presently sent to
Ireland, where Kildare at once acknowledged him as
the Earl of Warwick, and caused him to be crowned
at Dublin. An Irish army was collected for the
invasion of England, and was soon joined by Lovel,
John cle la Pole (Earl of Lincoln), and Martin
Schwarz, with a body of German mercenaries and
a small Yorkist contingent.

With the forces thus raised the rebels crossed to
Lancashire, but they found that the people would
give them no help. The king had paraded Warwick
through the streets of London in order to discredit
the impostor, and this tended to confirm the waverers
in their allegiance. It was in vain that the Yorkists
marched across England, when they encountered
the royal army at Stoke-upon-Trent, they had not
received any considerable accession of strength. The
battle which followed proved decisive. Schwarz and
his mercenaries were exterminated ; the Irish gave
way before the disciplined troops of the king;
Lincoln was killed ; the rebel army was dispersed,
and Simnel was taken prisoner (1487). Lovel
escaped from the field, but was heard of no more;
probably the skeleton found three hundred years
later in a secret room at Minster Lovel was his, and
he met his death from starvation. Henry adopted
strong measures to punish the authors of the rising,
and another series of confiscations took place, which
served to complete the destruction of the Yorkist
party in England. To Simnel he showed con-
temptuous mercy; he was made a scullion in the
royal kitchen, and was afterwards cupbearer.
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